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enemies of Romanisn, and not because the founder
and the first generals of the Order had been the sub-
jects of Spain, that the Jesuits had been the close
allies of the Spanish King.    They had been intro-
duced into France by Henry II. at a time when
he had determined to join the crusade against heresy.
The rapid increase of their numbers, the crowds
who flocked to their churches, the popularity of their
schools, the noble and wealthy penitents who showed
by large gifts and bequests their gratitude for the
skill  with  which   the   fathers   ministered   to   the
diseases of the soul, increased the jealousy and sus-
picion with which they were from the first regarded
by the constituted authorities in Church and State.
The Parliaments resented their assertion of papal
supremacy  and  their  attacks  upon   the   absolute
authority of the Crown,    The higher clergy, not less
anxious than the lawyers to maintain the liberties
of the Gallican church, were further incensed by the
immunity claimed  by  the Jesuits from episcopal
jurisdiction.    The older orders were irritated by their
popularity, their assumption of a name which seemed
to imply that they were the truer and more familiar
servants of the common Master.    The University of
Paris was jealous of their educational success, and
after affiliating on certain conditions their College
of  Clermont, was even  more indignant  that  the
popularity of their instruction should attract the
vast majority of students belonging to the higher
classes, than  it was  at the non-fulfilment of  the
stipulated terms.    In 1565 the University, supported
by the Bishop and Clergy of Paris, as well as by the